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: Thurles, December 27. 1786. 
My Dear and Honoured L., ; 


AM not a little impatient to impart to Your Lordſhip 


my thoughts on a late Publication, entitled, ' © Tux 


PRESENT STATE OF THE CHURCH or INLAND:“ It is 
written by Doctor Woodward, Biſhop of Cloyne; and, 


in the ſhort ſpace of twelve days, has already paſſed 
through four Editions. Whoever has ſeen the Addreſs 
to the Nobility and Gentry of the Proteſtaut Church and 
reads this Second Pamphlet. cannot but look upon them as 
both deſigned to undo all that has been done in favour | 
of Roman Catholics; as they tend to undermine the 
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of his own alarmed feelings, After cool. reflection. on the 


impropriety and indifcretion of ſaid letter, he would have 
willingly pared the Dodtor. Nothing, to be ſure, but an 
Enthufuaftic paitiality for Zcholaſtic, Opinions, which Doctor 


Bourke, perhaps, had formerly, when ptoſeſſor. defended, (as 
ſome U Itramontaniſts have done, to their reproach and the 
diſcredit of Religion, with as much warmth of debate as if 
thoſe. opinions had been acknowledged Articles of Faith, 

| which 1 50 were deal Bounk's againſt dne ed can 
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ina Country like Italy, where the Sovereign and all the 
'SubjeQts are of the Romap Catholic Religion, they cannot 
be Lonßdersd in the lame light in this Kingdom, whereof 
the King and Principal Subjecds are Proteſtants, and Two 


Thirds, at leaſt, of the Inhabitants are of oux Communion. 


Here fach opinions. if maintained, could nat but be pre- 


judicial. by alarming the Soyereign and being a conſſant 


ſaurce of 5 and diſſention betwixt Fellow Subj eas. 
| —This, I recall to wind, was What I alledged to Cardinal 
: Marefuſchi, who was, at the Time the Oath. was-propoſed, 
bur Cardinal Protector, (ch is, as Your Lordſhip kuows, 
. Holineſs with the :Superin- 


the Cardinal en iraſted by 
 endance of our Eerlehalliesl Affairs in Ireland.) asa Rea ſon 


bye the Roman Catholic Biſhopsthaug htthemſelves called 


upon to declare, in the public rhanner they did, that they 


" found nothing in the Teſt of: Allegiance, held out by the 


Legi {{lature to "hi Roman Catholics. of Ireland, contrary / 
to He Principles of the Roman Catholic Faith: and, chere - 


fore, chat the Opinions diſclaimed by! that. Oath never made 
part of our Creed The Cardinal, in his anſwer, expreſſed 
"the fulleſt Approbation of. my ſemiments; ; Which Ap- 


e of his Eminence was afterwards confirmed by 
the Pope and the Congregation de Pro pag Fide ap- 


e alfo of che ſaid Teſt of Allegiance; of all which 


pptobations I have Authentic Pouchers: by me; the very 


Leers written on the occaſion to and from the Sacred Con- 2 | 


1 8 ., Fre L bn, * 1 ſhwed on Letters to Lord N when He 
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14 
was Speaker af the Houſe of Commons, at Sir Robert 


Staples s; and I ſhewed Him again, in Dublin, anochet 


Letter which I received from the ſame Congregation, twa' 
years after expreſſive of their Eminencies' thanks for my 

diligence in fulfilling what 1 owed to my ſtation and Re- 
gion, fince-the time I came into the Kingdom: Now,” 
My Dear Lord, I hope 1 may venture to ſay, without Tiſk-* 


ing the imputation of vanity or falſhoad, that I was moſt 


..4 % p.o 


quently, the Approbation of my ConduR; during all that 


| the Congregation, acknowledged it was; fo did. His Grace 


the Primate, when I had the Honour, on being introduced 

to him by Your Lordſhip, to mention it to him. ö 
But that nothing might be wanting, in our power, to 

conſign the letter of the Nuncio to eternal oblivion, and 
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and make uſe. of, it as a proper weapon. ta; give what he. 
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| Approving 1 the Teſt, whereby They 'fo femnly declared, ih. Ne 


to his. Lordſhip of.Cloyne's ſtrictures. Ill leaveto the Wri- | 


neceſſary. length). to, cola arge more fully on what I here * 


ſelves traduced. as We are, tothe Public; - and That by Ke 


with our United Efforts, in the morning of theſe Troubles. 

_ thortty;-: His Lordſhip may! be allo more clearly informed 
by him of the nature of a Nuncio s Commiſſion, With re- 
5 ry to the Romas Catholics of this Kingdom; 3. His 


FE TH dach ig Wo Are” 8. +. Nungio's Seutiments from, bein 
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might. think the deadly blow. to all our fond hopes of 


Protection and Confidence from Government, and our Fel- 
low Subjects. My Apprehenſion, of tuck an, Event, our 
Loeathio” fees by Doctor Wood var d's Work, Was not 
groundleſs. At the ſame | time had 1 not fuch's Formaf ©” 
and Ayowed Condemnazign fo produce, the lelters front 

the Sacred Congregation and the Roman, Ea HOKE B om 
of the whole Kingdom, aker the moſt mature Glde kalle 


34 


the face of the whole. World. their "Dilbeticr a and Abt mrs. - 
rence, of the Opingons alluded t to by the. Nuncio, was dene 19 
than ſuffieient to obviate the. ill grounded Le nes Me 15 
His Lordſhip of Clo — 1 held forth. 

As a Public and Formal Anſwer will, T hope, be gi en 


ter thereof (that I may not ſpin, out this letter ta an unr g 
only Sketch out. For a Public Auſwer x wult be given. l / 
The Conſciouſneſs. of. our Inviotable Allachnient to our”! >" 
Oaths of. Allegiance; Our lively ſenſe of what \ we owe ic 
our Sacred. Characters 75 Our fincere Wiſh to promote an 
preſerve that long 40%. red Mutual confi dence, whicti had.” is 
happily: begun to warm and link in cial. "Union tis 
Minds of Perſons, of different perfuaſions, call on us to 5 
repel, in the molt. Farnell and Public. manner. any Auempt | 
to undermine what caunot but be moſt, precious to ONS. 
The Authorok the Public b eplxt td His Lordſhip's $ Siric⸗ bo : 
tures will not. fail. I am con ident, to Paint in, the mo 
pathetic manner what Our Feelings mull be, on ſceing Our: 
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Very Biſhop to the, Neighbou: hood: of whoſe Dioceſs L 5 
and my Suffragans, the Roman Catholic, Prelates of Mun- * 
ſer, : 33 ſpeedily repaired, to oppoſe, as fas as in us lar, 5 
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the uhwarrantable Attempts made againſt Eccleſiaſtical Au. 


Lordſhipwill find i it quite. ditferey cnt from what Be repreſents, | 


looked 
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looked upon as Deciũ ons of the Church, that Rowan * 
Catholic Biſhops have diſſented. and may diſſent, from 
the Roman Legate witliout apprehenliou of Guilt, in all 
| that does not affect the Eſtabliihed Principles of Faitn and 
Chriſtian Morality. In the Leiter alluded to, Your Lord- 
ſhip: cannot but have obſerved the Nuncio gives oiily his 
own Notions; Which, ſtrang as they appear, can  beeaſily 
* accounted ſor, in One, who, beitig educated in the Pope's 
- Dowinions, and being his Public Awbaffadlor, way, from 
too warm a defire of 'aggrandizing the lemparat, Power 
Ys his Sovereign, extend too, far the Prerogatives of his 
| Spiritual Juriſdiction. 5 f 
As to the Oath 7 We ihe Koning Tatktic B {ftiops at 

q "(their Conlecration; and printed in the Roman! Pontifical, 
- which Doctor Woodward brings forth as an * Auxiliary 
Proof how little Oar ' Qaths of Allegiance are ib be de- 
1 on, I thall juſt obſerve, that His Lordſhip Has en- 
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Oach. A little reflection would bave made His Lordſhip 
: ſenſible, that ſaid Qath is by NO means mconhflent with the 
Subjects Allegiance to his Prince; that Sovercigns as 
b eee and tenacious of their Rights as "Soverets ris can 
rmit ſaid Oath to be taken by the Romfafl "Gatho- 
"A: © Kit hops in their Dominions: Which 1 hey evidemly 
never would confent to. but would, on the contrary, ſtrenu- 
- gully oppoſe; if They cduld think i it infringeck! in the leaſt 
on their rights, or paved the way to Papal Eucroachments. 
It is well known this very Oath, of which Doctor Wood- 
- ward ſpeaks, is taken by all the Biſhops conſecrated in 
Ns e Germany. Spain. and in all the di fferent Eing⸗ 
doms and Republics on the Continent, — The. Rifhaps of 
E "the Republic of Venice 4! take it. Frapaolo ined, in 
his warm Defence of the Rights of the. Venetian Repi 
againſt the Claims of the Couit of Rome, la work Doctor 
W oodward cannot be a Stranger to,) neyer points gut to 
hat jealous Senate the Oatlis taken by Roman Catholic 
- Biſhops at Their Conſecration as affording a Ground to 
* their Fealty to the State. This dah was even 
taken iu Holland., under the eyes of the States chemſelves, 
by the Pope's Vicar Apoſtolic for that Country, who muft 
| Bs i * 


tirely miſconceived both the intemion and words of be 
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ſo Univerſally taken byall 
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Rubrics of the Pontifical, which Hedoes without beet contre | 
obnoxious to. the Dutch. The King ot Pruſſia apprehends | 
no danger from it to his Dominions, though He knous 
Full wel the Biſhops bf Sileſia, of whole loyal ſentiments; 
he is more particylarly. interefled in being ſecure, take 
alſo ſald Oath at their Cenſecration. Nay, the King of 
Great Britain, Our Moſt. Giaciaus Soyercign, Whom may 
the Almighty long preſerve, is no way ator che at having 

a Roman Catholic 1 in Canada; being fucty allured 
chat a Roman Catkolic iſhop in C anada'\ Tilt be as Far- > 
neſt to oppole a all Papat Eucroathments as his'Cenfreres f in 
England were in oppoling, according even to his Lor 

of Cloyne's acknowledgment, page 48) in che Larlier days 
of the Briiſn Empire, thoſe of the then Sovereign Pon- 
riffs, For every diſcerning Perſon cannot but Know. on the 
leaſt reflection. that None of Us, to make uſe n 
Words of the Great"Boſſuet, Biſhop of Meaux, ever engage 
Ourſelves by this Oak to any Thing that is contiary'to. 
Our: Conſcience, or the Service of our King, ahd Country*: 3 | 
far from thinking we prejudice any of Theſc. it is even 
expreſſed in the Oath, that We take it, Without Prejudice 
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to our State, falvo med ordine. The Submiſſion hi 


is ſworn to the Pope in Spitituals, is of a Difftrent Ordt 
from what we narrally owe Our Prince” in Tettipordh,. 

and without proteſting, we have always well ate lee — 
that one does not interfere with the biber. —80 far that 


learned and judicious Prfjate,; . 1 


Four Lordſliip will find G der Word of Boſſuet; % 
the Begintifng of the Firſt Chapter of the Ich book of the - 


Variations :—They clearly account for aid Oati's being 

Rokan Catholic Biſhops in both 
Catholic an Proteſtant States. The SALVO MEO OR. oy 
DIN E removes all Jear of the Oxth's injuring the Alle- 


giance due to othet Princes: Thie Och Hef at the be- 


ginning was only taken by the Bifhops* of the Pope's 
Eccleſiaſtical Territories, Who, from being Subjects of the 
Pope, as a Temporal Sovereign, wear Feali) t Him botn 
in Spirituals and Tempotals, which is. not = a caſe with 
Th Who do not belong 10 he Popes N Jominions 
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_— THY ha a Aeßre of Cent/ with the Biſhops 
that are immediately 9 to the Pope, made it, by de- 
grees, cuſtomaty jor the Roman Catholic Biſhops through- 
out the whole world to take ſaid Oath at their Conſecration, | 
. a hey all took: care to profeſs, plainly and puotith, by the | 
* dälauſe SI VO M3 0 ORDINE, that They did not bind 
themielves down to any ning in ſaid Oath 4 in as far as 
it was compatible with the ſituation of every Biſhop under 
| their xelpeclive Sovercigns, and the duty he ellemially 
ces to J hem. The Oath is almoſt of 800 years date; 
[+ rei me, 1 ſufficient for every Sovereign to know the 
meaning o 8 
II be words of the Oath, Heretices þerſequar & en 
bb -. whic h His Lordſhip of Cloyne repreſents as ſo alarming to 

the Proteſtant iutereſt, far from meaning what His Lordi 

ſeems to think, imply nothing more than the obligation 

every Biſhop takes upon Himſelf, to be ever earneſt in op- 
poſing and retuting, by the ſpiritual weapons of the Goſpel, 


„red io me on reading that part of Doctor Woodward's | 
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Catholic Biſhops, Thoughts, which I was moſt anxious 
to communicate to a Nobleman of my own Religion, whoſe | 
zcalous and ſucceſsful exertions in ſupprefling the diſtur- 

bances in the, County Kerry, have met with the | deſerved”. 
5 applauſe of Government and of the Clergy of both Com- 
munions. On that account, I look up to Your Lordfhip, 
as the beſt entitled to avail Yourſelf with every advantage 
of the- facts 1 have mentioned, in order to prevent or efface 
the very unfavourable impreſſions. Doctor Woodward's 
ſtmictures on us, may make, or have made, on the Public, 
by miſrepreſenting the Nupcio's letter as a Deciſton of 

our. Church, and the .Qath Biſhops: take at their Conse. 
-cration, as nee with our Allegiance. 
5 1 have the honour to be, 
Ep With the Tincereſt attachment and clicem, 
. My Dear Lord. 
1% ny, ' Your\Lopdſhip's moſt badient forme 
13d en affectionaie kinſman, 
31 DL G3 JAMES. BUTLER, | 
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all broachers o Doctrines contrary to its Principles. Va 75 "a 
> "Theſe, My Dear Lord, are the 'Thoughts, which occur- | -- 


Work. which attacks the conſcientious ſincerity of Roma 8 


